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orders that Hanuman's tail should be set on fire.
But Sita, hearing of the decision, prayed to the Fire,
which forthwith played round Hanuman's tail with-
out burning it; and the Son of the Wind at once
reduced his size to that of a grasshopper, leapt upon
a palace roof and set the building on fire with the
flame, which was still playing round his tail. Then
he climbed to the top of a high mountain and stretched
out his arms towards the opposite shore, and as he
sped through the air to the coast he heard the
welcoming cries of the Monkey army.

As soon as he had stepped down to earth he
found Rama in the leader's camp along with Sugriva
and Lakshmana, and when they heard that the time
for action had come they laughed aloud in glee,, so
eager were they to plunge into the fray. And while
they consulted as to the best means of crossing the
sea, they saw sailing towards them overhead a mon-
strous cloud that took shape as it drew nearer and
was seen to be a colossal Rakshasa, the brother of
Ravana, who quickly alighted and informed Rama
that he had come to be his ally and guide. Sugriva
suspected treachery, but the high-souled Rama
accepted the new-comer as a friend and the consulta-
tion went forward, but no course of action could be
decided upon, possibly because the counsellors were
too many.

Then Rama took his bow and went down to the
edge of the water, and there he shot an arrow into
the deep heart of the ocean ; and there was such a
commotion and consternation among the sharks, and